more useful. The term, as used by nineteenth-and twentieth-century horticulturists, referred to both an art form and a scientific practice. "An umbrella term for efforts at biotic improvement" (6), such as manuring strategies and plant breeding, culture in this context "involved not only [ancient] traditions of skills [and theories], . . . but also material chains of living things" (264) whose crafting and controlling by horticulturists contributed to tasteful park designs and sometimes new plant species. Pauly restores the term's use and applies it in a fascinating chronological string of case studies or significant moments that reveal the main themes in American horticultural history. His is an engaging, if often dense, tale of knowledgeable Americans concerned with issues of foreignness and nativity and their impact on American identity. Indeed, the transplantation, naturalization, and discovery of plants in America, as well as their exclusion or expulsion from the nation's borders, reveal much about the nation's shifting idea of itself, especially for one that has based much of its sense of uniqueness on nature.
Few scholars have attempted to examine the history of American horticulture within this cultural context, and thus Pauly's work sets the standard for future syntheses and microstudies. Most scholars have tended to focus on horticulture's aesthetic side, such as park design or individual histories of landscape designers or particular plant species, thus ignoring the scientific history that plays such an integral part in American horticultural history. A historian of science, Pauly was well suited for the task. Inspired by a 2002 Rutgers conference that led to Industrializing Organisms (2004), which examines the history of humans' alteration of other species' evolution, he adopted a more interdisciplinary approach, incorporating histories of the environment, agriculture, science, art, political science, and national development.
The chapters are organized primarily chronologically: colonists' concerns about the inferiority of American plants and culture, particularly Jefferson's response via Notes on the State of Virginia and other gardening experiments; a fascinating examination of colonists' and Europeans' responses to America's first invasive species, whose christening as the Hessian fly played off the equation of plants with people (the bug arrived on imported grass), thus intentionally associating it with foreign invasion; the development of nineteenth-century horticultural organizations and practices, and the influence of nativity issues (which encouraged naturalizing foreign plants successfully and cultivating native wild plants); the effort to arborize the prairie in the late nineteenth century; federal plant introduction activities in the nineteenth century, which welcomed more exotics; American efforts to interdict pests, circa the late nineteenth to early twentieth centuries; a history of plant selection in landscape gardening in the nineteenth and twentieth centuries; an exploration of Florida's horticultural construction, as a totalizing case study of all relevant topics (plant selection, pest control, restoration); and horticulture into the modern era, when pest control and ecological restoration dominate the profession, and gardening has become associated with amateurs. This is a huge amount of information, bulging at the seams, perhaps too much so. Pauly manages it fairly well, although there are some minor quibbles. His analysis of Jefferson's attempts to disprove criticisms by Raynal and other European historians is promising, but his conclusions about Jefferson's motivations for the Sally Heming affair (as an example of naturalizing an exotic) work more at the level of insinuation and nuance than as deep cultural readings. His evaluation of regions and their peculiar issues, such as the prairie-its arborization and restoration-is insightful and sturdy. However, due to his overreliance on nineteenth-century Illinois horticultural records, he overlooks exceptions to his larger claims about the shift in attitudes from prairie arborization toward restoration that occurred by the early 1900s. For instance, during that period, Iowa horticulturists actually became more proactive in promoting tree-planting activities (especially via Arbor Day) because they had noticed in the 1890s that Iowa children and schools were not maintaining the trees they had planted. Many horticulturists reported seeing withered and dying trees in schoolyards, tempering Pauly's generalized assessment that Arbor Day played a significant role in arborizing the region's landscape. Horticulturists' increased involvement thus promoted arborization, rather than prairie restoration exclusively, in Iowa during the early twentieth century. But these are small criticisms. Pauly adeptly turns over new ground, hopefully inspiring more studies applying similar approaches to analyzing horticulture's transformation of the American landscape. Iowa, 1939 Iowa, -1942 In 1939 teenager Everett Kuntz invested his savings in a 35mm Argus AF camera and learned to roll film for it from surplus motion picture film stock. Over the next four years-during which he went from high school to the University of Iowa to the armed forces-he captured life in and around his hometown of Ridgeway in northeastern Iowa.
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